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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 5685] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 5685) for the relief of Rumi Takemura, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant a waiver of the racial barrier to 
admission into the United States in behalf of the minor Japanese 
stepchild of a United States citizen. The child would be considered 
to be a nonquota immigrant which is the status normally enjoyed 
by the alien minor children of United States citizens. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Japan on November 14, 
1948, and her mother is now married to Sergeant Juan M. Valdez 
who is a citizen of the United States. The mother of the child is 
eligible to enter the United States as the wife of a serviceman under 
the provision of Public Law 6 of the Eighty-second Congress. 

Congressman Lloyd M. Bentsen, the author of the bill, submitted 
to the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives the following 
information in connection with the bill: 
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Houss or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., October 11, 1951. 
Hon. Francis E. WAtrteEr, 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Immigration, 
House Judiciary Committee, Old House Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Wa ter: This is with reference to H. R. 5685, which I have intro- 
duced for the relief of a minor child, Rumi Takemura, for her admission into the 
United States as the natural-born alien child of Sgt. Juan M. Valdez, of Texas. 

This case was brought to my attention by the legal office of the Six Thousand 
One Hundred and Twenty-second Air Base Group in the Far Eastern Command, 
and I am attaching the file submitted to me by the assistant legal officer. 

The file includes the letter from First Lt. Lewis W. Hull, USAF, assistant legal 
officer of Six Phousand One Hundred and Twenty-second Air Base Group, the 
census register, the certificate of marriage between Sgt. Juan M. Valdez and 
Sumiko Takemura, a letter from the American consul pointing out the need for a 
private law because the child is inadmissible under present immigration laws, and 
six letters of recommendation of Sgt. Juan M. Valdez. 

I will certainly appreciate your giving this matter your earnest attention in 
letting me know if there is any additional information which I may remit to fur- 
ther substantiate this case. 

I will be looking forward to hearing from you on this. 

Sincerely, 
Luoyp M. Bentsen, Jr., M. C. 





LEGAL Orricn, Six THousanp Onn HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SECOND, 
Arr Base Group (T/D), 
APO 75, September 4, 1951. 
Hon. Luoyp M. Bentsen, Jr., 
United States Representative, Fifteenth District, Texas, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: I have been contacted by Sgt. Juan M. Valdez in regard to the 
adoption and citizenship of the child of his Japanese wife, and am taking the 
liberty of writing to you at this time to further the matter. The adoption has 
been completed according to Japanese law and as far as can be ascertained here 
I see no restriction on the adopting of persons of Japanese ancestry by citizens 
of Texas. 

According to the civil law of Japan, article 798, the usual procedure for the 
adoption of a minor child by a man and wife is for the couple to petition the 
Japanese domestic relations court. Next, a hearing is held and a decree is entered 
either approving or disapproving the adoption. However, if the minor is the 
natural-born child of either spouse by a former marriage, the other may adopt 
the child as his own without making formal application to the above-mentioned 
court. In the case of a foreigner, it is onlv necessary that the adoption be reported 
to the mayor of the city which is the central civil center of the area. In this 
instance, the center is Fukuoka City, Kyushu, Japan. You will find attached a 
copy of the Japanese census register showing the adoption of the child in question, 
Rumi Takemura, by Sergeant Valdez, together with the English translation. 
Enclosed also is a certificate of marriage and a certificate frem the American 
consul to the effect that the adopted child can be admitted to the United States 
for permanent residence only through special authorization by the Congress of 
the United States exempting her from the provisions of the present immigration 
laws with respect to racial eligibility. There is also a baptismal report showing 
that the child has been duly baptized by the Catholic Church. In addition, 
there are letters of recommendation from four responsible residents of Edinburg, 
Tex., together with a letter from Sergeant Valdez’ chaplain and commanding 
officer. 

Sergeant Valdez was born in Beeville, Tex., and his family moved shortly 
thereafter to Edinburg, where he still maintains his legal residence. He attended 
school there, completing the eleventh grade. His family lives at Edinburg, and 
consists of four members, all of whom reside at 708 East Loeb Street. The ser- 
geant and his wife are both members of the Catholic Church, and, as I mentioned 
above, the child has been baptized into the same church. His salary as a sergeant 
amounts to $272.95 per month, which should be adequate to support the child. 

My purpose in addressing this letter to you is to request that you draft and 
present to the Congress a bill on behalf of Sgt. and Mrs. Juan M. Valdez for the 
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relief of Rumi Takemura Valdez, which legislation would permit the entry of 
this child into the United States. I had oecasion to address similar requests to 
the Honorabie Wayne N. Aspinall, Fourth Colorado District, and the Honorable 
A. Sidney Camp, Fourth Georgia District. Both Representatives have initiated 
private bills and could assist you if you should require assistance. 

Your help in this matter will be greatly appreciated. In the event you find 
that other supporting information might be necessary in support of the passage 
of this bill, kindly advise me accordingly. There is a need for haste in this matter 
since Sergeant Valdez is due to return to the United Stetes in November, and it 
would mean the child would have to remain here if she does not have separate 
authorization to enter the States. 

Anticipating that you will be so kind as to consent to act on behalf of Sergeant 
Valdez and his wife, permit me to thank you in advance for your courtesy in this 
instance. 

With kindest personal regards, I am, 

Very sincerely yours, 
Lewis W. Hutt, 
First Lieutenant, USAF, Assistant Legal Officer. 


{English translation] 
Tarra Town Orrice (Copy or Census REGISTER) 


Permanent domicile: 3249 Taira-go, Taira-machi, Kita-Matsuura-gun, Naga- 
saki-ken. 

Name: Sumiko Takemura.—(In accordance with the report of birth, edited this 
register about mother on December 30, 1948. In accordance with the change of 
name of land on August 1, 1949, corrected to Taira-machi in this register on 6th, 
same month. Hereinafter left blank.) 

Name: Sumiko. Father: Kaneyuki Nishimura (deceased). Mother: Tane. 
Degree of relationship: Third daughter. Foster father: Genji Takemura. 
Foster mother: Yuki (deceased). Degree of relationship: Foster daughter. 
Born: March 25, 1927. 

Adoption to Genji Takemura and his wife Yuki, was reported by foster father 
and mother, and consenter Tane Nishimura, and entered her name in the register 
from Kazuo Nishimura’s register at 748 Oaza, Mivamura, Mitsumata-mura, 
Kita-morokata-gun. Miyazaki-ken on February 5, 1933. 

Entered her name in this register from Genji Takemura’s register at 3249, 
Taira-go, Taira-mura, Kitamatsuura-gun, on November 30, 1948. 

teport on marriage to Juan M. Valdez, United States of America, 708 East 
Loeb Street, Edinburg, Tex., was received by the mayor of Fukuoka on May 8 
1951, and forwarded on 14th, same month. (Hereinafter left blank.) 

Name: Rumi. Father: ————. Mother: Sumiko Takemura. Degree of re- 
lationship: Daughter. Born: November 14, 1948, Foster father: Juan M. Valdez. 
Degree of relationship: Adopted daughter. 

Bicth at 136, Oaza-Orio, Yahata-shi on November 14, 1948, was reported by 
mother, Sumiko Takemura, and received by the mayor of Yahata-shi on 6th, 
same month. Forwarded and registered on November 30, 1948. 

Adoption to Juan M. Valdez, 708 East Loeb Street, Edinburg, Tex., United 
States of America, was reported by foster and mother Sumiko Takemura, who is 
the consenter with this adoption and exercises parental rights; received by mayor 
of Tobata, Fukuoka-ken, on August 7, 1951, and forwarded on the 14th, same 
month. (Hereinafter left blank.) 

Name: Milly. Father: ————. Mother: Sumiko Takemura. Degree of 
relationship: Daughter. Born: March 20, 1951. 

Birth at 479. Oaza Suku, Kasugamura, Chikushi-gun, Fukuoka-ken on 
March 20, 1951, was reported by mother, Sumiko Takemura, and received by 
the head of Kasuga-mura. Forwarded and registered on May 17, 1951. (Here- 
inafter left blank.) 

I hereby certify that the above statement is identical with the original census 
register in every particular. 


Kinst Orsust, 
Head of Taira-machi, Kita-Matsuura-gun, Nagasaki-ken. 
Aveust 14, 1951. 
I, Ryozo Hatta, certify that the above is correct and true translation with my 
best knowledge and belief. 
Ryozo Harta, 


External Affairs Section, Fukuoka Prefecture Government. 
Aveusr 27, 1951. 
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OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN, 
Srx THousanp OnE HuNDRED AND TWENTY-SECOND Arr Bask Group T/D, 
APO 75, September 10, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

Sgt. Juan M. Valdez, AF18320199, Six Thousand One Hundred and Twenty- 
fifth Maintenance and Supply Squadron, is well known by me and is of good 
moral character and principles. 

Epmunp J. WeLcu, 
Chaplain (Captain), USAF. 


Heapquarters, Six THousanp ONE HuNDRED AND TWENTY-FIFTH 
MAINTENANCE AND Suppity SQUADRON, 
APO 75, September 5, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

Sgt. Juan M. Valdez, AF18320199, has been a member of my organization for 
the past 2 years and has demonstrated that he is of good moral character and 
principles. 

Gro. E. Kean, 
Lieutenant Colonel, USAF, Commanding. 


Tue Foreign SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES Or AMERICA, 
AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE, 
Fukuoka, Japan, August 27, 1951. 
Sgt. Juan Vauipez, AF18320199, 
Siz Thousand One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Maintenance and Supply 
Squadron, APO 75. 


Sir: In reply to your inquiry of this date concerning the possibility of taking 
your adopted daughter, Rumi Takemura Valdez, to the United States, you are 
informed that the present immigration laws of the United States do not provide 
for the immigration to the United States of aliens 50 percent or more of the 
Japanese race, except for certain special categories which would not appear 
applicable to the case of your adopted daughter. Adoption by an American 
citizen does not of itself change the status of an alien under the immigration laws. 

It therefore appears that your adopted daughter would be admissible to the 
United States for permanent residence only through special authorization by the 
Congress of the United States exempting her from the provisions of the present 
immigration laws with respect to racial eligibility for immigration. 

Very truly yours, 
Tuomas W. AINSWORTH, 
American Vice Consul. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 5685) should be enacted. 
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